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TAX 
 
Senate Passes Tax Bill 
 
Key Points: 
 Senate passes tax bill on a vote of 51-49; final 

bill included a significant substitute 
amendment. 

 New changes include: retaining AMT; new 
repatriation rates; new pass-through deduction; 
and new provisions pertaining to the individual 
tax code. 

 Senator Cruz’s amendment of expanding 
section 529 college savings plans to include K- 
12 schools was included after Vice President 
Pence cast tie breaking vote.   

 

 
This Week in Congress 
 
 House – The House passed the motion to go to conference on the “Tax Cuts and 

Jobs Act” (H.R. 1); the “Secret Service Recruitment and Retention Act of 2017” 
(H.R. 3731); the “Stopping Abusive Female Exploitation Act of 2017” (H.R. 3317); 
the “Enhancing Veteran Care Act” (S. 1266); the “Concealed Carry Reciprocity 
Act of 2017” (H.R. 38); the Small Business Mergers, Acquisitions, Sales, and 
Brokerage Simplification Act of 2017” (H.R. 477); and the “Continuing Resolution 
to fund the government through December 22nd”.  

 Senate – The Senate passed the “Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 
2017, Improvements Act” (S.371), and the “Continuing Resolution to fund the 
government through December 22nd”. The Senate confirmed Kirstjen Nielsen to be 
Secretary of Homeland Security and Susan Parker Bodine to be an Assistant 
Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency. 

Next Week in Congress 
 House – The House is expected to take up the “Iranian Leadership Asset 

Transparency Act” (H.R. 1638); the “Corporate Governance Reform and 
Transparency Act of 2017” (H.R. 4015) and the “Strengthening Oversight of Iran’s 
Access to Finance Act” (H.R. 4324). 

 Senate – The Senate is expected to go to consider the nomination of Leonard Steven 
Grasz, to be United States Circuit Judge for the Eighth Circuit, Don R. Willett, to be a 
Circuit Judge, United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit; and James C. Ho, to 
be United States Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit. 
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Upcoming Dates 
 

 December 22:  Flood Insurance and 
EB-5 regional visas authorizations 
lapse.  

 December 31:  Year-end expirations- 
Title VII of FISA, Oil Spill Liability 
Trust Fund taxes, and Medical device 
and health insurer tax moratorium.  

 March 5, 2018:  DACA deadline. 
 March 31, 2018:  FAA 

Reauthorization expires. 
 

Early last Saturday morning, the Senate passed 
its tax bill on a 51-49 vote with Senator Bob 
Corker (R-TN) the lone Republican opposing. 
The bill included a significant substitute 
amendment that would retain both the 
individual and corporate alternative minimum 
tax, which had been repealed in the underlying 
bill. While the current-law corporate AMT 
would remain, the amendment calls for the 
individual AMT exemption amounts and 
phase-out thresholds to be both be increased 
over current law. Other significant corporate 
changes in the amendment include: (1) new 
repatriation rates of 14.5 percent for earnings 
held as cash and 7.5 percent for other earnings; 
an increase of the deduction for passthroughs 
from 17.4 percent to 23 percent—a changed 
supported by Senators Ron Johnson and Steve 
Daines; and (2) the phase-out of the provision 
that allows for 100 percent expensing rather 
than having it simply expire after 2022, which 
the original bill proposed. The final version 
allows individuals to deduct up to $10,000 for 
state and local property taxes—matching the 
House version and includes a temporarily 
enhanced medical expense deduction.  
 
During the “vote-a-rama” amendment process, 
the Senate approved Senator Ted Cruz’s (R-
TX) amendment of expanding the use of 
section 529 college savings plans to include 
elementary and secondary school expenses—
including homeschools. Cruz’s amendment 
passed on a 51-50 vote, with Vice President 
Mike Pence casting the deciding vote.  
 
Tax Reform Moves to Conference 
Committee 
 
Key Points 
 On Monday, the House voted to go to 

conference on H.R. 1 on a vote of 222-192. 
Both House Republicans and Democrats have 
appointed their conferees.   

 On Wednesday, the Senate followed the House 
two days later and voted to go to conference on 
a vote of 51-47.  

 Conference committee will likely only meet in 
public to fulfill procedural requirements, while 
House and Senate Republicans leaders hash 
out the differences in the two bills behind closed 
doors.  

 
Following the Senate’s passage of its tax bill last 
week, it is now up to the select group of 
conference committee members to reconcile 
the differences between the two bills.  While 
the official conferees have been appointed, 
negotiations between Republican leaders in the 
Senate and House have been an ongoing 
effort.  The conference committee, which is 
included below, will likely only meet to fulfill 
procedural requirements—such as voting to 
approve the final conference report language. 
The conference committee members have not 
set a deadline for resolving their differences 
and reporting out language, only committing to 
a year-end deadline for passage of the 
Republican tax plan.   
 
On December 4, the House voted to go to 
conference on H.R. 1 on a vote of 222-192. 
Republican Conferees include: Representative 
Kevin Brady (TX), Representative Fred Upton 
(MI), Representative Rob Bishop (UT), 
Representative Devin Nunes (CA), 
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Representative Peter Roskam (IL), 
Representative Diane Black (TN), 
Representative Kristi Noem (SD), 
Representative Don Young (AK), and 
Representative John Shimkus (IL). Democratic 
Conferees include Representative Richard Neal 
(MA), Representative Sandy Levin (MI), 
Representative Lloyd Doggett (TX), 
Representative Raúl Grijalva (AZ), and 
Representative Kathy Castor (FL). 
 
On December 6, the Senate followed and 
voted to go to conference on a vote of 51-47. 
Republican Conferees include: Senator Orrin 
Hatch (UT), Senate Senator Mike Enzi (WY), 
Senator Lisa Murkowski (AK), Senator John 
Cornyn (TX), Senator John Thune (SD), 
Senator Rob Portman (OH), Senator Tim Scott 
(SC), and Senator Pat Toomey (PA). Democratic 
Conferees include: Senate Ron Wyden (OR), 
Senator Bernie Sanders (VT), Senator Patty 
Murray (WA), Senator Maria Cantwell (WA), 
Senator Debbie Stabenow (MI), Senator Robert 
Menendez (NJ), and Senator Tom Carper 
(DE).  
 
For more information about tax issues you may email 
or call Christopher Hatcher at 202-659-8201. Nick 
Karellas and Ryan Schnepp contributed to this section. 
 
FINANCIAL SERVICES 
 
Senate Banking Committee Approves 
Federal Reserve Chair Nomination and 
Regulatory Reform Legislation 
 
Key Points: 
 The Committee favorably reported the 

nomination of Jerome Powell to be the 
Chairman of the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve. 

 The Committee also approved the Economic 
Growth, Regulatory Relief and Consumer 
Protection Act, a bipartisan bill aimed at 
improving the financial regulatory framework, 

including an increase in the bank SIFI 
designation threshold. 

 
On December 5, the Senate Banking 
Committee favorably reported the nomination 
of the Honorable Jerome Powell to be 
Chairman of the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve by a vote of 22-1, with Senator 
Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) as the lone vote in 
opposition. Powell’s nomination will go to the 
full Senate for confirmation. Current Federal 
Reserve Chair Janet Yellen announced earlier 
that she will step down when Powell is 
confirmed. 
 
The Committee also held a markup of the 
Economic Growth, Regulatory Relief and 
Consumer Protection Act (S. 2155), which was 
introduced by Chairman Mike Crapo (R-ID) 
and now includes a bipartisan group of 23 
cosponsors. The Committee favorably reported 
S. 2155, as amended, by a vote of 16-7, with 
Democratic Senators Jon Tester (MT), Mark 
Warner (VA), Heidi Heitkamp (ND), and Joe 
Donnelly (IN) joining all Republicans in 
supporting the bill. .  The Senate is likely to 
consider the bill sometime next year. 
 
One of the more significant changes in the 
legislative package would be to raise the 
threshold for labeling banks as systemically 
important financial institutions (SIFI) from $50 
billion to $250 billion. Several other measures 
include exempting banks with less than $10 
billion in assets from the Volcker Rule, 
expanding consumer access to mortgages, 
reducing compliance burdens for community 
banks, altering capital levels for custodial 
banks, and requiring the banking regulators to 
classify certain municipal securities as level 2B 
high quality liquid assets (HQLA) under the 
Liquidity Coverage Ratio rule.   
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During the markup the Committee adopted a 
manager’s amendment, which made several 
changes to the underlying bill, including: 
 Implement a modified version of the 

International Insurance Capital 
Standards Accountability Act of 2017 
(S. 1360);  

 Require the National Credit Union 
Administration (NCUA) to publish a 
detailed budget and hold a public 
hearing on its budget annually;  

 Implement the Family Self-Sufficiency 
Act (S. 1344);  

 Require the GAO to submit a report to 
Congress on the supervisory and 
regulatory scheme for consumer 
reporting agencies; and  

 Provide for free placement and removal 
of security freezes. 

 
 
House Panel Holds Hearing on Housing 
Finance Reform and Credit Risk Transfer 
 
Key Point: 
 Subcommittee Chairman Sean Duffy (R-WI) 

emphasized that bringing more private capital 
should be a central goal of housing finance 
reform, expressing interest in expanding the 
use of credit risk transfer products. 

 
On December 6, the House Financial Services 
Committee’s Subcommittee on Housing and 
Insurance held a hearing entitled: “Sustainable 
Housing Finance: Private Sector Perspectives 
on Housing Finance Reform, Part IV.” 
Subcommittee Chairman Sean Duffy (R-WI) 
expressed interest in whether companies that 
engage in credit enhancement and credit risk 
transfers (CRT) can play a larger role going 
forward, suggesting that bringing in more 
private capital should be a key goal of housing 
reform. Duffy said Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, 
and Ginnie Mae use CRT to offload their risk 
to the private sector. He noted that these 

products include mortgage insurance and CRT 
programs, such as structured agency credit risk 
and credit insurance risk transfers (CIRT). 
Duffy explained that earlier in the week the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) announced that the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP) will recover over $1 
billion from its 2017 reinsurance program, 
noting that this program has worked well and 
that the lessons from FEMA could be applied 
to housing finance. He expressed interest in 
learning more about what role reinsurance 
plays and how it could play an increased role. 
He said the Committee will have to examine 
capacity and the cycles involved with these 
products. He emphasized that taxpayers should 
not be left holding the bag during economic 
downturns.  
 
Ranking Member Emanuel Cleaver (D-MO) 
expressed concern that Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac remain in conservatorship, 
suggesting that the current arrangement is not 
sustainable or prudent. He contended that 
Congress never intended for the 
conservatorship to be permanent. He noted 
that the Federal Housing Finance Agency 
(FHFA) has taken steps to transfer risk. 
Cleaver said the most recent FHFA progress 
report indicated that since 2013 the 
government sponsored enterprises (GSEs) 
have transferred a portion of the risk on $1.8 
trillion in unpaid principle balance, with a 
combined risk of $60.6 billion being 
transferred. He questioned whether the steps 
taken by FHFA will have a positive impact on 
the housing finance system, and he expressed 
interest in how different types of risk transfers, 
such as front-end transfers, would affect the 
housing finance system. Cleaver noted that last 
week the Subcommittee held a hearing with the 
Acting Director of Ginnie Mae, who proposed 
a reform plan which would rely on Ginnie Mae 
as the centerpiece of the housing finance 
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system. He said this proposal would introduce 
private credit enhancers to take on credit risk. 
 
SEC Holds Meeting of the Investor 
Advisory Committee 
 
Key Point: 
 The Advisory Committee approved a 

recommendation regarding the transition to the 
electronic delivery of information to retail 
investors.  

 
On December 7, the Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) convened a meeting of the 
Investor Advisory Committee (Advisory 
Committee, or IAC) to discuss: (1) 
Recommendation of the Investor as Purchaser 
Subcommittee Regarding Electronic Delivery 
of Information to Retail Investors; (2) Retail 
Investor Protections and Transparency in 
Municipal and Corporate Bond Markets; (3) 
Cybersecurity Risk Disclosures; (4) Dual-Class 
Share Structures; and (5) Retail Investor 
Disclosure. 
 
The Advisory Committee approved a 
recommendation from the Investor as 
Purchaser Subcommittee regarding electronic 
delivery of information to retail investors by a 
unanimous vote. The recommendation states 
that: 

 The Investor Advisory 
Committee recommends 
that the Commission 
continue to explore 
methods to encourage a 
transition to electronic 
delivery that respect 
investor preferences and 
that increase, rather than 
reduce, the likelihood that 
investors will see and read 
important disclosure 
documents.  

 In the meantime, the IAC 
recommends that the 
Commission explore 
development of a summary 
disclosure document for 
annual shareholder reports 
that incorporates key 
information from the report 
along with prominent 
notice regarding how to 
obtain a copy of the full 
report.  

 The summary document 
should be designed to be 
delivered either by mail or 
by email, depending on the 
investors’ delivery 
preferences. It should also 
incorporate a layered 
disclosure approach, 
including the ability of 
those getting the document 
electronically to click 
through to more detailed 
disclosure on a particular 
topic. 

 The Committee 
recommends that the 
Commission seek public 
comment on the 
appropriate content and 
format of such a disclosure 
document, as well as on the 
advisability of the suggested 
approach more generally.  

 The Committee further 
recommends that the 
Commission engage in 
investor testing of the 
proposed disclosure, or 
encourage testing by 
industry members, to 
ensure that the proposed 
approach delivers the 
expected benefits of 
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reducing costs for funds 
and distributors without 
sacrificing disclosure 
quality. 

 
SEC Commissioner Kara Stein noted the 
agenda covers a number of interesting topics 
but most come down to the same issue: how to 
ensure participants in the markets have enough 
confidence in the markets to give their money 
to strangers. She noted when everything works 
well everyone benefits. She suggested when 
there is a breakdown in the system then 
everyone gets harmed. Stein explained one 
component to building trust is information. 
She stated several of the agenda items go to 
that issue such as the recommendations related 
to electronic delivery of information to retail 
investors. She noted the delivery method for a 
high speed trader is not the same as for a 77 
year old senior citizen. She suggested this is 
why a discussion of this issue is important and 
the SEC needs to remember that there are 
different types of retail investors. She explained 
another key component of trust is good 
corporate governance. She stated the 
cybersecurity topics being discussed were 
timely and important.  
 
SEC Commissioner Michael Piwowar, in a 
statement, noted the Commission recently bid a 
“fond farewell” to the Advisory Committee on 
Small and Emerging Companies (the 
“ACSEC”).  He stated like the IAC, the 
ACSEC produced numerous 
recommendations, each of which whether 
ultimately adopted or not had informed the 
Commission’s analysis of important issues. 
Piwowar noted at the ACSEC’s final meeting 
this past September, he commended its 
members for their service and particularly for 
their willingness to put aside faction and 
political motives in the interest of engaging in 
productive discussions. He stated he has 

appreciated the discussions held by this 
Committee as well.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
December 12 
Financial Services Legislation: The House 
Financial Services Committee will hold a 
markup of fifteen financial services bills dealing 
with issues such as credit access, online 
banking, human trafficking, mortgage licensing, 
credit union regulatory relief, securities 
exchange parity, the SEC resource extraction 
rule, extending the prohibition of the sale of 
Treasury-owned preferred share in Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac, and examinations. 
 
December 14 
CFIUS: The House Financial Services 
Committee’s Subcommittee on Monetary 
Policy and Trade will hold a hearing entitled 
“Examining the Operations of the Committee 
on Foreign Investment in the United States 
(CFIUS).” 
 
For more information about financial services issues you 
may email or call Joel Oswald at 202-659-8201. Alex 
Barcham and Rebecca Konst contributed to this section. 
 
ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT  
 
EPA Administrator Pruitt Testifies on EPA 
Agenda and Actions 
 
Key Points: 
 Environmental Protection Agency 

Administrator Scott Pruitt appeared before the 
House Energy and Commerce Committee’s 
Environment Subcommittee on Thursday. 

 Pruitt faced a range of questions on issues 
including: the Renewable Fuel Standard; the 
Clean Air Act; climate change; and 
implementation of the Toxic Substances 
Control Act. 
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 While Subcommittee Chairman John 
Shimkus (R-IL) told Pruitt that he is 
“headed in the right direction”, Full 
Committee Ranking Member Frank Pallone 
(D-NJ) argued that Pruitt’s actions 
“undermine protections for public health”.  

 
On Thursday, the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee’s Environment 
Subcommittee held a hearing titled “The 
Mission of the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency”. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Scott Pruitt was the 
hearing’s only witness.   
 
In his testimony, Pruitt described his “Back to 
Basics” agenda for the EPA. Pruitt explained 
that this agenda includes: returning the EPA 
“to its core mission”; restoring “power to the 
states through cooperative federalism”; and 
ensuring that the EPA uses “improved 
processes” and follows “the rule of law”. He 
told the Subcommittee that returning the EPA 
to its “core mission” includes “speeding the 
cleanup of Superfund sites” and “reducing 
contaminants that can cause or exacerbate 
health issues.” Regarding the efforts to improve 
the EPA’s processes, Pruitt emphasized his 
decision to end the “sue and settle” practice, 
which he described as the use of lawsuits 
against the agency by “special interest groups” 
intended to produce “regulations that advance 
their priorities.” He also emphasized that the 
Trump Administration EPA is “reversing an 
attitude and approach under the previous 
administration that one can simply reimagine 
authority under statutes.”   
 
In his opening statement, Subcommittee 
Chairman John Shimkus (R-IL) reacted to 
Pruitt’s testimony: “You also stated that EPA 
should ‘operate within the statutes that 
Congress passes and not reimagine authority to 
pick winners and losers.’ That sounds like you 
are headed in the right direction.”  

 
Full Committee Ranking Member Frank 
Pallone (D-NJ) sharply criticized Pruitt in his 
opening statement. Pallone argued that “the 
actions the Administrator has 
taken…undermine protections for public 
health, and specifically for vulnerable 
populations including workers, children, and 
Native American tribes.”  
 
McIntyre Sworn-in at FERC; Requests 
Extension on Grid Reliability Rule 
 
 On December 7, the final vacancy at the 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) was filled as new Chairman Kevin 
McIntyre was sworn-in.  

 One of McIntyre’s first actions was to request 
and extension in the timeline for FERC to 
consider the Department of Energy’s “Grid 
Resiliency Pricing Rule”.  

 
On Thursday, Kevin McIntyre was sworn-in as 
the fifth and final FERC commissioner and 
Chairman. With the Commission facing an 
impending deadline for action on the “Grid 
Resiliency Pricing Rule” Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking (NOPR), McIntyre wrote to 
Secretary of Energy Rick Perry to request a 30-
day extension in the time for FERC to consider 
the proposal. FERC published the NOPR on 
October 10, following Perry’s request under the 
authority established by Section 403 of the 
Department of Energy Organization Act (42 
U.S.C. 7173). This law directs FERC to 
“consider and take final action on any proposal 
made by the Secretary…in an expeditious 
manner in accordance with such reasonable 
time limits as may be set by the Secretary…” 
Perry called on FERC to act on the NOPR 
within 60 days of its publication, which sets the 
deadline as December 11.   
 
The NOPR would require FERC to oversee 
implementation of incentive pricing for electric 
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generation that promotes “resilience”, 
including for those generation sources, such as 
coal and nuclear, that can maintain a 90-day 
supply of fuel on site. Interim FERC Chairman 
Neil Chatterjee had indicated his intent to issue 
an “interim solution” by December 11.   
 
In the letter asking for the extension, McIntyre 
noted that “the Commission has sworn in two 
new members within the last two weeks”. He 
stated that the “extension is critical to afford 
adequate time for the new Commissioners to 
consider the voluminous record and engage 
fully in deliberations.”  
 
BLM Proposes to Postpone 
Implementation of the Venting and Flaring 
Rule 
 
Key Points: 
 The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 

published a final rule that would delay 
implementation dates of the Obama 
Administration’s “Venting and Flaring” rule 
for one year. 

 The Trump Administration BLM issued a 
proposed rule to delay the implementation dates 
last month.  

 The Venting and Flaring rule would require 
the oil and gas sector to reduce methane 
emissions from production of oil and natural 
gas, as well as gas transmission and processing.   

 
On Friday, the Department of Interior’s 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) published 
the final rule titled “Waste Prevention, 
Production Subject to Royalties, and Resource 
Conservation; Delay and Suspension of Certain 
Requirements”. The final rule follows the 
October 5, 2017 publication of the identically 
titled Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
(NPRM). The NPRM would “temporarily 
suspend or delay certain requirements 
contained in the 2016 final rule until January 
17, 2019.” 

 
The final rule delays a number of provisions of 
the Obama Administration’s final rule, 
including: 
 Submission of waste minimization 

plans; 
 The capture percentage requirement; 
 The requirement to measure and report 

volumes of gas vented from wells;  
 The requirement that “gas…be used or 

disposed of in one of four ways: (1) 
Captured and sold; (2) Directed to a 
flare pit or stack, subject to a 
volumetric limitation…; (3) Used in the 
lease operations; or (4) Injected”; 

 “Equipment requirements for 
pneumatic controllers”; 

 “Requirements for pneumatic 
diaphragm pumps”;  

 Control of volatile organic compound 
(VOC) emissions from storage vessels; 

 “[R]equirements for venting and flaring 
during downhole well maintenance and 
liquids unloading”; and  

 “[L]eak detection, repair, and reporting 
requirements for: (1) Sites and 
equipment used to produce, process, 
treat, store, or measure natural gas from 
or allocable to a Federal or Indian lease, 
unit, or communitization agreement; 
and (2) Sites and equipment used to 
store, measure, or dispose of produced 
water on a Federal or Indian lease”. 

 
The Obama Administration published the final 
rule titled,  “Waste Prevention, Production 
Subject to Royalties, and Resource 
Conservation” on November 18, 2017. The 
rule was intended “to reduce waste of natural 
gas from venting, flaring, and leaks during oil 
and natural gas production activities on 
onshore Federal and Indian…leases….[and 
would] also clarify when produced gas lost 
through venting, flaring, or leaks is subject to 
royalties, and when oil and gas production may 
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be used royalty-free on-site.” As described in a 
Department of Interior press release, the rule 
would require operators to “periodically inspect 
their operations for leaks, and replace outdated 
equipment that vents large quantities of gas 
into the air…[and] limit venting from storage 
tanks and to use best practices to limit gas 
losses when removing liquids from wells.”  
 
Upcoming Hearings and Events 
 
December 12 
Fuel Economy Standards: The House 
Energy and Commerce Committee’s 
Subcommittee on Environment and 
Subcommittee on Digital Commerce and 
Consumer Protection will hold a joint hearing 
entitled “Update on the Corporate Average 
Fuel Economy Program (CAFE) and 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Standards for 
Motor Vehicles.” 
 
Nominations: The Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee will hold a business 
meeting to vote on the following nominations: 
Dr. Linda Capuano to be Administrator of the 
Energy Information Administration; and Dr. 
Timothy Petty to be an Assistant Secretary of 
the Interior for Water and Science.   
 
Energy Infrastructure: The Senate Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee will hold a 
hearing on the “Interior Department’s and 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s 
permitting processes for energy and resource 
infrastructure projects and opportunities to 
improve the efficiency, transparency, and 
accountability of federal decisions for such 
projects.” 
 
December 13 
North American Energy: The House Energy 
and Commerce Committee’s Energy 
Subcommittee will hold a hearing titled “The 

Impacts and Future of North American 
Energy”.  
 
Solar Power: The House Science Committee’s 
Energy Subcommittee will hold a hearing on 
“Advancing Solar Energy Technology: 
Research Trumps Deployment.” 
 
December 13-15 
Pipeline Safety: The Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) will 
hold meetings of its Gas Pipeline Advisory 
Committee (GPAC) and its Liquid Pipeline 
Advisory Committee (LPAC). The GPAC 
meeting will “discuss topics and provisions of 
the proposed rule titled ‘Safety of Gas 
Transmission and Gathering Pipelines’”. A 
joint meeting of the GPAC and LPAC will 
“discuss a variety of policy issues and topics 
relative to pipeline safety.” 
 
For more information about energy and environment 
issues you may email or call Frank Vlossak at 202-
659-8201. Updates on energy and environment issues 
are also available on twitter.  
 
DEFENSE 
 
CBO Finds That Trump Administration 
DOD Funds Would Exceed Reagan-Era 
Spending 
 
Key Point: 
 The Trump Administration plans for defense 

spending would be above the historical norm 
over the last three decades and would violate 
the BCA spending caps 

 
On December 4, the Congressional Budget 
Office (CBO) released its analysis of the 
Trump Administration’s “goals for increasing 
the readiness, size, and capabilities of the 
military,” and found that if fully funded, these 
plans would result in spending higher than the 
1980s. CBO observed that the planned 

http://www.williamsandjensen.com/
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spending would breach the current caps on 
defense spending for the next three years 
unless Congress modified or repealed the caps. 
The CBO drew “from the fiscal year 
2018 budget request submitted by the 
Department of Defense (DOD) and from 
other official documents, including 
Congressional testimony presented by DOD 
officials.” 
 
CBO noted that “[t]he 2018 budget request 
calls for $640 billion in funding for the 
department…[and] [o]f that total, $575 billion 
would fund base-budget activities (such as day-
to-day military and civilian operations and 
developing and procuring weapon systems) and 
$65 billion would fund overseas contingency 
operations (OCO, mostly for the conflicts in 
Afghanistan and in Iraq and Syria).”  The CBO 
stated that “[t]he base-budget funding request 
is 3 percent more than the amount that would 
have been requested for 2018 under the 
Obama Administration’s final Future Years 
Defense Program, the 2017 FYDP, after 
adjusting for inflation.” 
 
The CBO stated that “[f]or the years after 
2018, CBO estimates, the Administration’s 
goals for the military would result in steady 
increases in costs so that by 2027, the base 
budget (in 2018 dollars) would reach 
$688 billion, more than 20 percent larger than 
peak spending during the 1980s.” The CBO 
stated that “[s]everal factors would contribute 
to the rising costs after 2018, including the 
following:  
 The number of people serving in the 

armed forces would increase by about 
237,000 (or about 10 percent), CBO 
estimates; 

 The Navy would increase its fleet to 
355 battle force ships (nearly 30 percent 
more than are currently in the fleet); 
and  

 Purchases of new weapons would 
increase, as would spending for 
research on future weapons. 

 
CBO explained that “[n]ational defense funding 
for the 2018–2021 period is subject to caps set 
by the Budget Control Act of 2011 (BCA).” 
CBO cautioned that “[i]f DOD’s costs grow in 
accordance with CBO’s projection and the 
costs of agencies other than DOD that are 
funded in the national defense budget grow at 
the rate of inflation, total national defense costs 
for 2018 through 2021 would exceed the BCA 
caps by $295 billion.” CBO stated that it “did 
not attempt to project OCO costs because of 
uncertainty concerning current conflicts and 
the possibility of new ones” and noted “OCO 
costs are not constrained by the BCA.” 
 
SASC Hearing on Acquisition Reform 
 
Key Points: 
 Members signal continuing displeasure with 

DOD acquisition practices amid signs of 
progress 

 Further reforms may be coming 
 
On December 7, the Senate Armed Services 
Committee held a hearing titled “Department 
of Defense Acquisition Reform Efforts” with 
testimony from Secretary of the Army Mark 
Esper, Secretary of the Air Force Heather 
Wilson, Under Secretary Of Defense For 
Acquisition, Technology, And Logistics Ellen 
Lord, and Assistant Secretary Of The Navy For 
Research, Development, And Acquisition 
James Geurts. 
Chairman John McCain (R-AZ) asserted that 
“[a]cquisition reform is one of the most 
important and frustrating topics this 
Committee addresses…[and] [f]or years, we 
have been warned that America is losing its 
technological advantage.” He contended “[t]hat 
is why the Department of Defense (DOD) 
needs acquisition reform, not just for efficiency 

http://www.williamsandjensen.com/
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or to save money.” McCain claimed that 
“[s]imply put, we will not be able to address the 
threats facing this nation with the system of 
organized irresponsibility that the defense 
acquisition enterprise has become.” He stated 
that “[t]hat’s why this Committee enacted the 
most sweeping acquisition reforms in a 
generation through the last two National 
Defense Authorization Acts…[a]nd yet, despite 
that legislation, and in the face of our eroding 
military advantage, the Department has been 
unable or unwilling to change.” 
 
Ranking Member Jack Reed (D-RI) said that 
“[w]e have a shared goal to ensure that our 
military forces are equipped with the best 
systems and technology that the DOD builds 
and buys and that those systems are the most 
effective and efficient ways possible to protect 
the nation and protect, particularly, the men 
and women in our armed forces.” He added 
that “[w]e also have a shared goal that the 
Pentagon should be able to access the most 
innovative people and technologies available 
from the best small companies, defense 
industries, labs, and universities.” Reed stated 
that under “McCain’s leadership, Congress has 
strengthened the services role in the planning 
requirements and program review processes, 
that strongly shape whether our acquisition 
programs succeed or fail.” He said that “[t]hese 
new responsibilities are in addition to the role 
the services have always played in the 
development of their plans and budgets 
insuring that programs are appropriately 
prioritized and funded, especially in difficult 
budgetary environments.” 
 
McCain noted “three years ago that we were 
having a hearing with the service chiefs and we 
were looking at the fact that the USS Gerald R. 
Ford had a $2 billion cost overrun, and I asked 
the the Chief of Naval operations, who is 
responsible for a $2 billion cost overrun?” 
McCain said that the then Chief of Naval 

Operations did not know.” McCain asked 
which individuals were held responsible for the 
$6 billion Warfighter Information Network-
Tactical program “that never worked.” Lord 
responded that “I would be more than happy 
to have a meeting in your office and talk about 
some actions we’ve taken over the past several 
months to get at that very issue.” 
 
Reed said “[f]ollowing along these lines of 
accountability, because I think that’s probably 
the most critical principle…[and] [o]ne of the 
practical difficulties is that these programs 
sometimes stretch over decades.” He asked “on 
a year-to-year basis, what kind of metrics can 
we use to make sure we’re on track and the 
individuals will be closely associated with 
accountability.” Lord answered that “there is an 
active discussion going on about when we 
rotate program managers out…[and] [i]t has 
not always been aligned with critical milestones 
in the program and that’s somewhat 
problematical in terms of discontinuity.” She 
added that “I, on a monthly basis, roll out the 
87 major defense programs metrics.”  
 
Upcoming Hearings and Events 
 
December 13 
Considerations For Use of Force: The 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee will hold a 
hearing titled “Using Force: Strategic, Political, 
and Legal Considerations.” 
 
Traumatic Brain Injury/Concussion: The 
Senate Armed Services Committee’s Personnel 
Subcommittee will hold a hearing titled 
“Update on Research, Diagnosis, and 
Treatment for Traumatic Brain Injury / 
Concussion in Servicemembers.” 
 
Physiological Episodes: The House Armed 
Services Committee’s Tactical Air and Land 
Forces Subcommittee will hold a hearing titled 
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“Addressing Physiological Episodes In Fighter, 
Attack, And Training Aircraft.” 
 
December 14 
Counterterrorism: The Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee will hold a closed briefing 
titled “New Counterterrorism Guidance.” 
 
Middle East Strategy: The Senate Armed 
Services Committee will hold a hearing titled 
“U.S. Policy and Strategy in the Middle East.” 
 
For more information on defense issues you may email 
or call Michael Kans at 202-659-8201.  
 
HEALTH  
 
Collins Continues to Push for Vote on 
Alexander-Murray 
 
Key Points: 
 Senator Susan Collins (R-ME) vote on the 

Republican tax bill was contingent on a 
promise from Senate Republican leaders that 
the Alexander-Murray proposal to fund the 
cost-sharing reduction payments would be part 
of the end-of-year spending bill.  

 House conservatives have said they have been 
told Alexander-Murray will not be part of the 
bill.  

 
Last week as Senate Republicans worked to 
pass tax reform, Senator Susan Collins (R-ME) 
agreed to vote for the bill in exchange for a 
promise the Alexander-Murray bill would be 
passed in 2017. The Alexander-Murray bill 
would continue to fund the cost-sharing 
reduction (CSR) payments. Collins also pushed 
for passage of a bill she sponsored with Senator 
Bill Nelson (D-FL) which would provide states 
with $10 billion over two years to establish 
high-risk pools or reinsurance programs to 
lower premiums. Collins hoped passage of both 
these bills would help mitigate the repeal of the 

Affordable Care Act’s (ACA) individual 
mandate in the Senate tax bill.  
 
House Speaker Paul Ryan’s (R-WI) office has 
made it clear he was not part of a deal to get 
any of the ACA fixes passed before the end of 
the year. When asked if he still thinks repeal 
and replace is the best way forward, Ryan said 
“well of course I think that’s the best way we 
can go, but we’re going to have continued 
discussions with our members here in the 
House and across the aisle about the best way 
forward.” Representative Tom Cole (R-OK) 
expressed doubt Alexander-Murray could pass 
in the House.  
 
Chairman of the Republican Study Committee 
Mark Walker (R-SC) asserted House leaders 
have promised the next funding will not 
contain funding for the CSR payments. Other 
House Republicans have also been critical of 
funding the CSR payments which is viewed as 
bailing out the ACA.  
 
Upcoming Hearings and Events 
 
December 12 
 
DEA: The Senate Judiciary Committee will 
hold a hearing on “Oversight of the Ensuring 
Patient Access and Effective Drug 
Enforcement Act.” 
 
Drug Pricing: The Senate Health, Education, 
Labor and Pensions Committee will hold a 
hearing on “The Cost of Prescription Drugs: 
An Examination of the National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine Report: 
'Making Medicines Affordable: A National 
Imperative.” 
 
Opioids: The House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee will hold a hearing 
on “The Opioid Epidemic in Appalachia: 

http://www.williamsandjensen.com/
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Addressing Hurdles to Economic 
Development in the Region.” 
 
Addiction Treatment: The House Energy and 
Commerce Committee will hold a hearing on 
“Examining Concerns of Patient Brokering and 
Addiction Treatment Fraud.” 
 
December 13 
 
Mental Health: The Senate Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions Committee will 
hold a hearing on “Implementation of the 21st 
Century Cures Act: Responding to Mental 
Health Needs.” 
 
Drug Supply: The House Energy and 
Commerce Committee will hold a hearing on 
“Examining the Drug Supply Chain.” 
 
December 4 
 
Health IT: The Connected Health Initiative 
and Politico will hold a discussion on 
“Recognition, Reimbursement, Results: 
Opportunities Ahead for Remote Monitoring 
and Connected Health Innovation.” 
 
For more information about healthcare issues you may 
email or call Nicole Ruzinski Bertsch or George Olsen 
at 202-659-8201.  
 
TRANSPORTATION 
 
DOT To Rescind ECP Rule 
 
Key Point: 
 A rule to require new brakes on trains hauling 

dangerous materials will be rescinded after 
economic analysis did not find economic benefit 

 
On December 4, the Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) and 
the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) 
announced their decision to begin the process 

of rescinding the Obama Administration’s rule 
on “Electronically Controlled Pneumatic (ECP) 
brakes on certain trains.” PHMSA and FRA 
have submitted a notice of this decision for 
publication in the Federal Register. The agencies 
noted that “Department of Transportation is 
announcing that after careful review, and as 
mandated by Section 7311 of the “Fixing 
America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act”, 
the Department of Transportation has 
reviewed the final updated Regulatory Impact 
Analysis (RIA) and determined that the HM-
251 Final Rule’s electronically controlled 
pneumatic (ECP) brake requirements are not 
economically justified.” The agencies explained 
that “[a]s the expected benefits do not exceed 
the expected costs, [they] will initiate a 
rulemaking to rescind the necessary regulatory 
provisions.” 
 
On October 16, the agencies had published 
notice of the released “a revised Regulatory 
Impact Analysis (RIA) updating the original 
RIA associated with the electronically 
controlled pneumatic (ECP) brake provision of 
PHMSA’s May 8, 2015, Final Rule titled 
“Enhanced Tank Car Standards and 
Operational Controls for High-Hazard 
Flammable Trains“ (Final Rule).” The agencies 
stated that “[t]he updated RIA incorporates 
new testing and analysis the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) reviewed, recommendations 
from two U.S. General Accountability Office 
(GAO) audits, and updates to the costs and 
benefits of the provision of the Final Rule 
based on current economic conditions.” 
 
For more information on transportation issues you may 
email or call Michael Kans at 202-659-8201.  
 
TECHNOLOGY 
 
Nielsen Confirmed 
 
Key Point: 

http://www.williamsandjensen.com/
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 DHS has a Senate confirmed head for the first 
time since late July 

 
This week, the Senate confirmed 
Kirstjen Nielsen as Secretary of Homeland 
Security by a 62-37 vote. Deputy Secretary of 
Homeland Security Elaine Duke has been 
serving as the acting Secretary since General 
John Kelly resigned to serve as White House 
Chief of Staff on July 31, 2017. Nielsen was 
serving as Kelly’s Chief of Staff at the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and 
then as Deputy White House Chief of Staff 
until her nomination in October to head DHS.  
 
In the materials released at the time her 
nomination was announced, the White House 
explained that: 
 

Nielsen has extensive professional 
experience in the areas of homeland 
security policy and strategy, 
cybersecurity, critical infrastructure, and 
emergency management. She is the first 
nominee for this position to have 
previously worked within the DHS, 
having served there in two 
administrations, first as senior 
legislative policy director for 
Transportation and Security 
Administration under President George 
W. Bush and then as Department of 
Homeland Security Chief of Staff under 
President Trump. Before joining the 
Trump Administration, Ms. Nielsen 
founded a risk and security 
management consulting firm. She 
previously served as Special Assistant to 
the President and senior director for 
prevention, preparedness, and response 
on the White House Homeland 
Security Council under President 
George W. Bush, in addition to serving 
as a corporate attorney and as a 
congressional staff member. 

 
House OGR Hearing on VA IT and 
Cybersecurity 
 
Key Point: 
 The Information Technology Subcommittee 

continues its oversight of federal IT and 
cybersecurity by examining the VA’s planned 
transition to Cerner from VistA and work on 
syncing EHRs with the DOD 

 
On December 7, the House Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee’s Information 
Technology Subcommittee held a hearing 
“Oversight of IT and Cybersecurity at the 
Department of Veterans Affairs.” Aspects 
covered in the hearing include but are not 
limited to (1) program and it modernization, (2) 
data centers, (3) Department of Veterans 
Affairs culture, and (4) program funding. 
 
Chairman William Hurd (R-TX) said there are 
more than 20 million veterans in the 
Department of Veteran Affairs’ (VA) health 
system. He stated the VA’s legacy technology 
has been a consistent concern that is affecting 
millions of veterans. He explained veterans 
should be able to get up-to-date medicine and 
have health records available no matter where 
they choose to get health care. He said a 
Government Accountability Office (GAO) 
review revealed the VA obligated about $1 
billion for previous Veterans Information 
Systems and Technology Architecture (VistA) 
modernization contracts, with $740 million 
going to 15 key contractors. He said one of 
these contractors was the Cerner Corporation 
which was contracted to provide an electric 
health record (EHR) to be interoperable with 
the Department of Defense (DOD) and private 
sector. Additionally, he stated Booz Allen 
Hamilton and MITRE Corporation were also 
contracted to develop planning for the EHR 
effort. He noted the Subcommittee is 
concerned with the money spent by the VA is 

http://www.williamsandjensen.com/
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not being efficiently used and stressed the need 
for the VA to successfully contract the full 
rollout of the EHR system. He further stated 
the VA has been attempting to create a 
scheduling system compatible with VistA since 
2000. He said it is unacceptable that it should 
take 17 years to develop a scheduling system.  
 
Ranking Member Robin Kelly (D-IL) said 
information technology (IT) is critical to 
developing the infrastructure at the VA. She 
stated the main goal of the VA should be to 
create an interoperable EHR system to share 
information with the DOD and the private 
sector. She stated the VA’s record has not been 
good though, citing 3 failed attempts to 
modernize the VA’s IT systems, which has cost 
the U.S. millions of dollars. She said the VA is 
using some of the same contractors who were 
used during previous failed attempts. She 
explained this is unacceptable and raises serious 
concerns regarding the effectiveness of the 
VA’s IT modernization efforts.  
 
Acting VA Chief Information Officer (CIO) 
Scott Blackburn stated VA is the midst of a 
huge turnaround after trust was broken in 2014 
when only 47 percent of veterans trusted the 
agency to have their best interests in mind. He 
said to address this, the VA has developed a 
comprehensive IT modernization plan. He 
insisted the foundation of this plan is reducing 
reliance on the VA legacy systems. He 
explained the VA plans to implement new 
systems that will use telehealth, cloud, machine 
learning, mobile services, digital services, and 
blockchain technology. He maintained the VA 
will stop working on 240 current projects to 
ensure the agency is able to handle the influx of 
new innovations. He stated the new selection 
of the EHR system will permit a veteran to 
have a single health record and will replace 
VistA. He further said the VA will fully 
modernize its scheduling system and 
committed to updating its financial 

management system as well. He finally said the 
VA plans to modernize its benefits delivery 
network (BDN) to ensure benefits are 
processed and distributed in a cost-efficient 
manner. He said the VA has also increased its 
cybersecurity capabilities and promised to 
continue to fully develop the cyber risk division 
at the VA.  
 
GAO IT Management Issues Director David 
Powner said the VA will spend over $4 billion 
on IT this year. He stated only $165 million 
goes towards developing or acquiring new 
systems. He maintained the remaining money is 
spent on operational systems and payroll. He 
explained many of the operational systems are 
old, inefficient, and costly to maintain. He 
further stated the GAO added “managing VA 
health care” and “managing IT acquisitions and 
operations” to the agency’s “high risk” list last 
year. He credited the VA as having a complete 
software license inventory which he explained 
only 7 federal agencies have in total. He stated 
the VA needs to work on managing its data 
center optimization the most out of any 
capacity. He stated VA needs to consider a 
more centralized data optimization strategy that 
coincides with the agency’s new approach of 
reducing the 130 instances of VistA. He said 
the VA obligated $1.1 billion to 138 
contractors between 2011 and 2016 and 
explained about 70 percent of this total 
expenditure went to 15 contractors. He 
maintained that in order to be successful, the 
VA needs continuity of leadership, better 
governance in building a robust Program 
Management Office (PMO), a strong business 
change management, to leverage lessons from 
DOD, and build in proper cybersecurity 
measures.  
 
New Draft of NIST Cybersecurity 
Framework Released 
 
Key Point: 
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 The agency is asking for comments on its 
second draft released this year 

 
On December 5, the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology (NIST) has released 
its latest draft of the next iteration of the 
“Framework for Improving Critical 
Infrastructure Cybersecurity” (aka Version 1.1 
Draft 2). In January 2017 NIST released its first 
draft update to the 2014 Cybersecurity 
Framework with the aspiration of releasing for 
comment a second iteration by “fall 2017.” The 
previous draft and the current draft do not 
appear to change the basics of the 
Cybersecurity Framework. Comments are due 
on January 19, 2018.  
  
NIST explained that “Version 1.1 Draft 2 of 
Cybersecurity Framework refines, clarifies, and 
enhances Version 1.0 issued in February 
2014…[and] incorporates comments received 
on Version 1.1 Draft 1.” NIST added that 
“Version 1.1 is intended to be implemented by 
first-time and current Framework users…[and] 
[c]urrent users should be able to implement 
Version 1.1 with minimal or no disruption; 
compatibility with Version 1.0 has been an 
explicit objective.”  
 
In a fact sheet, NIST summarized the changes 
in the new draft: 
 Declares applicability of Cybersecurity 

Framework for “technology,” which is 
minimally composed of Information 
Technology, operational technology, 
cyber-physical systems, and Internet of 
Things;  

 Enhances guidance for applying the 
Cybersecurity Framework to supply 
chain risk management;  

 Summarizes the relevance and utility of 
Cybersecurity Framework measurement 
for organizational self-assessment;  

 Better accounts for authorization, 
authentication, and identity proofing; 
and  

 Administratively updates the 
Informative References.  

 
NIST stated that it “is seeking public comment 
on this Framework Version 1.1 Draft 2, 
specifically regarding the following:   

• Do the revisions in Version 1.1 Draft 2 
reflect the changes in the current 
cybersecurity ecosystem (threats, 
vulnerabilities, risks, practices, 
technological approaches), including 
those developments in the Roadmap 
items?  

• For those using Version 1.0, would the 
proposed changes affect their current 
use of the Framework? If so, how?  

• For those not currently using Version 
1.0, would the proposed changes affect 
their decision about using the 
Framework? If so, how?  

 
NIST has also released a “Draft NIST 
Roadmap for Improving Critical Infrastructure 
Cybersecurity Version 1.1,” which “describes 
plans for advancing the Framework 
development process, discusses the NIST’s 
next steps with the Framework, and identifies 
key areas of development, alignment, and 
collaboration.” NIST explained that “[t]his 
Roadmap reflects revisions to the original 
planning document released in February 2014 
when Version 1.0 of the Framework was 
released, and contains updates corresponding 
with draft Version 1.1 of the Framework.” 
 
Upcoming Hearings and Events 
 
December 12 
Digital Decision-Making:  The Senate 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Committee’s Communications, Technology, 
Innovation, and the Internet Subcommittee will 

http://www.williamsandjensen.com/
https://www.nist.gov/cybersecurity-framework/cybersecurity-framework-draft-version-11
https://www.nist.gov/file/344211
https://www.nist.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2017/12/05/fact_sheet_framework1.1_and_roadmap_12_5_2017.pdf
https://www.nist.gov/file/412471
https://www.nist.gov/file/412471
https://www.nist.gov/file/412471
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hold a hearing titled “Digital Decision-Making: 
The Building Blocks of Machine Learning and 
Artificial Intelligence.” 
 
For more information on technology issues you may 
email or call Michael Kans at 202-659-8201. Simon 
Dallas contributed to this section.  
 
TRADE 
 
Department of Defense Objects to 232 Steel 
Report 
 
Key Points: 
 The Department of Defense has 

deemed the report on steel imports to 
be insufficient. 

 Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross 
reiterated to lawmakers that the report 
will not be released until tax reform is 
completed. 

 
In April, the Commerce Department began an 
investigation into the national security effects 
of steel imports. This report will recommend 
trade remedies to President Trump if it finds 
that steel imports have a detrimental effect on 
national security. Secretary Ross has previously 
committed to not delivering the report to the 
president until tax reform is complete, though 
recent reports suggest that the delivery has also 
been complicated by Department of Defense 
(DoD) objections to its recommended 
remedies. Under the Trade Expansion Act of 
1962, the Commerce Department is required to 
consult with the DoD during 232 
investigations. Sources have said that the DoD 
will not agree to remedies unless Australia, 
Mexico, Canada, the UK, Japan, and South 
Korea are excluded. It has been reported that 
the Commerce Department wants to allow 
President Trump to decide which countries are 
excluded. 
 

USTR Lighthizer Will Not Commit To 
Remaining in NAFTA 
 
Key Point: 
 Lighthizer could not reassure Finance 

Committee Democrats that he would 
be able to prevent a withdrawal from 
NAFTA. 

 
Senator Ben Cardin (D-MD) said Lighthizer 
told the group that it is not his decision 
whether to withdraw or not and that he will 
follow President Trump’s decision. Senator 
Claire McCaskill (D-MO) expressed concern 
about agriculture, saying: “[Lighthizer] basically 
acknowledged agriculture is in big trouble… 
[He] indicated that they’ll either tear up 
NAFTA or there will be a completely new 
agreement.” A Democratic aide present at the 
meeting reported that Lighthizer “seemed 
frustrated that Mexico and Canada aren’t 
caving despite the repeated threats of 
withdrawal by the president.”  
 
During a trip to China, Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau called for updates to NAFTA but said 
Canada is open to a bilateral deal with the U.S. 
if President Trump decides to withdraw. 
Canada’s chief negotiator told Parliament that 
the Canada-U.S. Free Trade Agreement would 
go back into force should the U.S. withdraw 
from NAFTA. 
 
NAFTA negotiators will hold an intersessional 
meeting in Washington, DC, from December 
9-15. Dispute settlement and procurement are 
not on the schedule for this meeting. The sixth 
round of negotiations is scheduled for January 
23-28 in Montreal, Canada. 
 
For more information on trade issues you may email or 
call Christopher Hatcher at 202-659-8201. Riyad 
Carey contributed to this section.  
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This Week in Congress was written by Ryan Schnepp.  
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